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Abstract

The present study aims to identify the components of sustainable development literacy within the Iranian primary education
system using a qualitative approach. This qualitative study employed thematic analysis. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews with 25 participants, including primary school teachers, educational experts, and policymakers based
in Tehran. Purposeful sampling was used, and interviews continued until theoretical saturation was achieved. NVivo
software was employed to analyze the data through open, axial, and selective coding. The analysis resulted in three main
themes: “Environmental Awareness and Natural Resources,” “Responsible Citizenship and Developmental Ethics,” and
“Critical Thinking and Informed Decision-Making.” Each theme encompassed multiple subcategories involving behavioral,
cognitive, ethical, and attitudinal components essential for sustainable development literacy. Participants highlighted the
significance of experiential education, social participation, ethical values, and cognitive skill development. The findings
indicate that sustainable development literacy in primary education is a multidimensional concept requiring curriculum
redesign, interdisciplinary integration, and capacity-building among teachers. These insights offer a framework for
formulating effective educational policies and implementing sustainability-based teaching and learning programs in Iranian
primary schools.
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