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Abstract

During the Pahlavi era (1925-1979), the Tehran Seminary, as one of the prominent centers for Islamic sciences education,
played a significant role in training scholars and producing religious knowledge. This study, adopting a historical-analytical
approach, examines the strengths, weaknesses, and prevailing values of the educational content and resources of this
seminary. The strengths included the Islamic authenticity of the content centered on the Qur’an and Sunnah, the diversity
and comprehensiveness of academic disciplines (ranging from jurisprudence and principles of jurisprudence to mathematics
and astronomy), and the intellectual depth of texts, which led to the training of multifaceted scholars such as Allameh
Sha’rani. School endowment charters, with their emphasis on academic diversity and quality, also enriched the educational
system. However, challenges such as the lack of updated textbooks, the absence of an appropriate educational language, and
the mismatch between content and learners’ abilities reduced effectiveness. Excessive emphasis on jurisprudence and
principles, coupled with neglect of other sciences such as exegesis and theology, was also among the weaknesses. These
shortcomings, particularly the failure to adapt to social needs and contemporary developments, hindered a comprehensive
response to modern issues. The findings reveal that the authenticity and diversity of content enhanced the cohesion and
efficiency of the seminary, but there remains a necessity to revise the curricula to align with current needs and improve
pedagogical methods. This study addresses the gap in previous research by providing an in-depth analysis of the scientific
and cultural outcomes of the Tehran Seminary and offers recommendations for updating and strengthening its educational
system.
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Extended Abstract

The study of educational content and resources in the Tehran Seminary during the Pahlavi era offers a unique
lens into the strengths, weaknesses, and cultural values that governed Islamic education at a time of significant
political and social transformation. Historically, educational content has been recognized as the backbone of
any learning process, and its alignment with pedagogical goals determines the overall effectiveness of
instruction (Shabani, 2007). In the case of Tehran Seminary, the duality of rational (‘aqli) and traditional
(naql1) sciences created a foundation for a wide range of scholarly pursuits. Students specializing in
jurisprudence (figh) became jurists, those in theology (kalam) became theologians, while others developed
expertise in exegesis, hadith, philosophy, logic, astronomy, mathematics, and even medicine (Kasa'i, 1998).
This intellectual breadth fostered a vibrant scholarly community where multifaceted scholars such as Allameh
Sha’rani could flourish, embodying a tradition that integrated rational inquiry with religious authenticity.
However, the historical-analytical approach employed in this study emphasizes that despite such strengths,
challenges like the outdated nature of texts and a lack of adaptation to modern needs limited the seminary’s
responsiveness to societal change. This highlights the duality of resilience and stagnation within the seminary’s
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educational heritage, making it a rich subject for examining how traditional systems negotiate the pressures of
modernity.

The literature review reveals a paucity of prior studies addressing Tehran Seminary specifically in the Pahlavi
era, with most historical research focusing on the Qajar period. The few available works predominantly adopt
descriptive approaches, emphasizing institutional structures, architectural features, and the biographies of
scholars rather than analyzing educational content. For example, Razavi and colleagues emphasized the Islamic
authenticity of curricula and the diversity of disciplines but also noted the rigidity and outdated nature of
textbooks that undermined the seminary’s ability to meet contemporary social needs (Razavi, 2011). Safari
Foroshani and Ghera’ati showed how mosque-schools integrated rational and traditional sciences, though their
heavy reliance on complex texts often burdened learners (Safari Foroshani & Ghorayati, 2016). Similarly,
Sobhani Sadr underscored the production of multi-specialist scholars in philosophy, jurisprudence, and
astronomy, while also warning of the risks of stagnation due to lack of curricular reform (Sobhani Sadr, 2020).
Nouruzi and colleagues pointed out how outdated books limited effectiveness despite the comprehensive scope
of subjects taught (Nouruzi, 2015). Hosseini, too, suggested that recent reforms introduced more diversity but
did not adequately resolve the fundamental problem of curricular renewal (Hosseini, 2017). Classical works
such as Soltanzadeh’s study of mosque-schools (Soltanzadeh, 1999) and Kasa’i’s documentation of Qajar-era
schools (Kasa'i, 1998) provide context but little analytical depth regarding learning outcomes. By situating
itself within this scholarly gap, the present research enriches the field with a comprehensive evaluation of
strengths, weaknesses, and underlying values, thereby building a bridge between descriptive historical
accounts and analytical educational studies.

Findings show that the authenticity of content—centered on the Qur’an and Sunnah—constituted a principal
strength of Tehran Seminary’s curriculum (Seyyed Kabari, 1999). Educational resources were designed
around divine sources, with Qur’anic teachings and prophetic traditions forming the core of instruction, later
systematized by Imams and transmitted through their disciples (Ibn Idris al-Hilli, 1991). Numerous texts
across grammar, logic, jurisprudence, and theology were written to preserve and disseminate these principles
(Hakimi, 1982; Tonekaboni, 1974). Such authenticity distinguished seminary curricula from secular
educational models rooted in humanism and Western rationalism (Hassanzadeh Amoli, 2001). Furthermore,
curricular diversity allowed students to progress from foundational texts like Jame‘ al-Mugaddamat to
advanced works in jurisprudence, logic, and theology, and even to specialized treatises in mathematics and
astronomy (Javadi Amoli, 2022; Zamani Qomshahi, 2011). This multiplicity of resources nurtured
comprehensive scholarly training, with figures like Allameh Sha’rani mastering multiple fields including
jurisprudence, philosophy, mathematics, and comparative philosophy (Shirazi, 2016). Such examples
underscore how Tehran Seminary upheld the classical Islamic tradition of producing polymath scholars who
could engage in diverse intellectual domains. The inclusion of literature, calligraphy, and rhetoric further
deepened cultural refinement, while the presence of instructors in philosophy, comparative thought, and
Qur’anic exegesis enriched the intellectual ecosystem (Amin Ameli, 1999; Sahab, 1950). This reveals the
seminary’s emphasis on both breadth and depth of knowledge, illustrating a holistic educational model that
remains instructive even today.

A central dimension of the seminary’s strength was the intellectual depth of its texts, which cultivated rigorous
reasoning skills among students. Works such as Jame * al-Madarek by Sayyed Ahmad Khansari exemplified
the kind of advanced jurisprudential analysis required of students (Tabatabai, 1999). Imam Khomeini himself
cited such works in his juridical responses, demonstrating their authority (Khomeini, 2010). The depth of
training ensured that students were not merely memorizing content but were engaging critically with complex
theological and legal arguments. As noted by scholars, the intellectual demands of texts like Kifayah and
Makasib created generations of highly capable jurists, though at times the complexity verged on inaccessibility
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(Jafari, 2003; Khatami, 2006). Historical accounts even note that European-educated elites would
occasionally study seminary texts to access their depth of reasoning (Sobhani Sadr, 2020). Moreover,
endowment charters reinforced this intellectual breadth by stipulating the teaching of multiple disciplines—
including philosophy, mathematics, and jurisprudence—and emphasizing the quality of teachers capable of
bridging rational and traditional sciences (Kazerooni, 2001; Zamani Qomshahi, 2011). This integration of
curricular design and institutional support highlights how endowments acted as a structural mechanism to
ensure both variety and depth in education, thereby strengthening the resilience of the seminary system.

Yet, alongside its achievements, Tehran Seminary faced substantial challenges. A key weakness was the
reliance on outdated materials that did not align with contemporary needs (Davani, 2006). Texts such as those
of Zamakhshari, Jorjani, and Tusi, while foundational, often reflected contexts centuries removed from
twentieth-century realities. Historical critics lamented the persistence of teaching outdated rulings on slavery
or transactional norms that were obsolete by the Pahlavi period (Shadman, 1952). The lack of adaptation to
modern social and legal contexts rendered the curriculum ill-equipped to address pressing contemporary issues.
Furthermore, many texts were not originally written as pedagogical materials but as advanced treatises, lacking
the didactic clarity necessary for learners (Haeri, 1998; Khatami, 2006). This resulted in difficulties for
younger students, who often struggled to grasp texts beyond their developmental capacities (Shahbazi, 2021).
The absence of progressive sequencing, inadequate exercises, and reliance on obscure terminology further
hindered comprehension (Kharazi, 1996). Additionally, critics noted the seminary’s overemphasis on
jurisprudence and principles at the expense of other disciplines such as exegesis, philosophy, and history
(Haeri, 1998; Reshad, 2020). This imbalance narrowed the intellectual horizon of students, shifting the
seminary from a multi-disciplinary training ground to a more narrowly juridical institution. Historical voices
such as Davani and Modarresi argued that such disproportion undermined the seminary’s capacity to cultivate
socially engaged scholars attuned to contemporary issues (Davani, 2006; Modarresi, 1987). These criticisms
illustrate that without curricular renewal and pedagogical reform, the seminary risked intellectual insularity
despite its rich heritage.

In conclusion, the Tehran Seminary during the Pahlavi period represented both an intellectual powerhouse and
a system struggling to reconcile tradition with modernity. Its strengths lay in the authenticity of its Islamic
foundation, the diversity of disciplines taught, the intellectual depth of its texts, and the institutional support
of endowments that ensured continuity and rigor. These features produced polymath scholars capable of
bridging multiple domains of knowledge and sustaining the cultural vitality of Islamic learning. However, the
system also bore weaknesses: outdated texts, lack of pedagogical clarity, misalignment with learners’
capacities, and an excessive focus on jurisprudence at the expense of other sciences. These challenges limited
its ability to fully address the demands of a rapidly changing society. By analyzing both dimensions, this study
not only sheds light on the historical trajectory of the seminary but also provides insights for contemporary
curriculum reform, emphasizing the need to balance authenticity with innovation, tradition with modernity,
and intellectual depth with accessibility.

References

Amin Ameli, S. H. (1999). Mustadrakat A'yan al-Shi'a. Dar al-Taaruf li al-Matbuat.

Davani, A. (2006). The Essence of Survival: Commemorating Allameh Mohaghegh Ali Davani. Rahnamoon.

Golshani, M. Study of Religion (1): Obstacles, Constraints, and Imperatives. Compiled and organized by the
Secretariat of Religion Researchers of the Country.

Haeri, M. (1998). The Heart of the Believers: Pure Mysticism and Unity in Narratives. Selected Publications Office.

Hakimi, M. R. (1982). The Professional Identity of Clergy. Islamic Publications.

Hassanzadeh Amoli, H. (2001). Dialogue with Allameh Hassan Zadeh Ameli. Tashayyuh.




NN drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

Hosseini, S. M. (2017). Strengths and weaknesses of the new educational plan of the seminary. Hawzah News.
http://hawzahnews.com/XXXX

Ibn Idris al-Hilli, M. I. A. (1991). Al-Sara'ir al-Havi li Tahrir al-Fatawi wa al-Mustarafat. Society of Teachers of the
Qom Seminary, Islamic Publications Office.

Jafari. (2003). Mirrors of Truth: Interviews of the Hawzah Magazine with Scholars and Thinkers of the Seminary.
Book Garden.

Javadi Amoli, A. (2022). The Seminary and Clergy in the Collection of Speeches and Messages of Ayatollah Javadi
Ameli. Asra.

Kadi, N. A. R. (2002). Iran during the Qajar Era and the Rise of Reza Khan. Qognus Publications.

Kasa'i, N. A. (1998). Ancient Schools of Tehran in the Qajar Era. Cultural Letter(30).
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/arti
clepage/585379/

Kazerooni, E. a.-D. (2001). Endowment Deed of the Sepahsalar Old School (Tehran). Endowment of Eternal
Heritage(33-34).
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/ma
gazine/number/14665&ved=2ahUKEwjb44C9gsCPAXXOhIkEHeRYHA0QFNOoECB4QAQ&uUsg=A0OvVaw2KgiD
_f-bdGNJhel7bQSzX

Kharazi, S. M. (1996). Message of the Seminary Magazine. Seminary Magazine(10-11).

Khatami, S. A. (2006). The Seminaries: What They Are and What They Should Be. Foundation for Research of
Astan Quds.

Khomeini, R. (2010). Sahifeh Imam (5th edition). Institute for the Compilation and Publication of Imam Khomeini's
Works.

Modarresi, A. (1987). Teacher. Foundation for the History of the Islamic Revolution of Iran.

Momeni, M. (1996). Tehran, City of Sections 1. Islamic Encyclopedia Foundation.

Nouruzi, M. (2015). Review of Teaching Methods in the Seminary. https://civilica.com/doc/XXXX

Ostadi, R. (1996). Lasting legacies: The endowment deed of the Marvi School in Tehran. Endowment of Eternal
Heritage(13).
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/arti
clepage/279961/

Razavi, M. (2011). The Seminary of Tehran. Quarterly Journal of Seminary and University Studies(69), 69-85.

Reshad, A. A. (2020). The Educational Scientific System of Nourishing the Future. Research Institute for Culture
and Islamic Thought.

Safari Foroshani, N., & Ghorayati, M. (2016). Investigating the Role of Mosque-Schools in Reforming Religious
Discourse in Tehran during the Qajar Period. Journal of Islamic History(35), 35-50.
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://jhr.ui.ac.ir/article_20888.html
&ved=2ahUKEwjItfCXg8CPAXVx1fACHQeEKU0oQFNOECBYQAQ&usg=A0OvVawOHeRd5UKqgbTi4wfTd2alDN

Sahab, A. (1950). History of the Supreme School of Sepahsalar. No Publisher.

Seyyed Kabari, S. A. (1999). Shiite Seminaries in the World. Amir Kabir.

Shabani, H. (2007). Educational and Developmental Skills (Teaching Methods and Techniques). Samt Publications.

Shadman, S. F. (1952). Qom University and Other Universities in Iran. Mehr Magazine(9-10).

Shahbazi, M. (2021). The Educational Institution of Imamiyyah during the Qajar Period. Qom: Doctoral dissertation,
University of Islamic Sciences

Shirazi, S. R. (2016). On the Path of Knowledge: A Review of the Life and Memories of Ayatollah Seyyed Razi
Shirazi. Sooreh Mehr.

Sobhani Sadr, H. (2020). Feizieh, Tehran: A Biographical Account of the Notables of the Marvi and Sepahsalar
Schools. Hawzah Publications.

Soltanzadeh, H. (1999). Mosque Schools of Tehran. Endowment of Eternal Heritage(28), 53-64.

Tabatabai, M. (1999). A Look at the Jurisprudence of Ayatollah Seyyed Ahmad Khonsari and the Book Al-Jami al-
Madarik. Jurisprudence of the Ahl al-Bayt(17-18).

Tonekaboni, M. T. (1974). Culture of the Iranian Land. Bahman Publications.

Zamani Qomshahi, A. (2011). Innovations of Allameh Shoarani in Qibla Determination, Calendar, Spatial
Mechanics, Gravitational Techniques, and Critique of Newtonian Gravity The Thought Journal of Allameh
Shoarani.


http://hawzahnews.com/XXXX
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/articlepage/585379/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/articlepage/585379/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/magazine/number/14665&ved=2ahUKEwjb44C9gsCPAxXOhIkEHeRyHAoQFnoECB4QAQ&usg=AOvVaw2KgiD_f-bdGNJhel7bQSzX
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/magazine/number/14665&ved=2ahUKEwjb44C9gsCPAxXOhIkEHeRyHAoQFnoECB4QAQ&usg=AOvVaw2KgiD_f-bdGNJhel7bQSzX
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/magazine/number/14665&ved=2ahUKEwjb44C9gsCPAxXOhIkEHeRyHAoQFnoECB4QAQ&usg=AOvVaw2KgiD_f-bdGNJhel7bQSzX
https://civilica.com/doc/XXXX
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/articlepage/279961/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/articlepage/279961/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://jhr.ui.ac.ir/article_20888.html&ved=2ahUKEwjltfCXg8CPAxVx1fACHQeEKUoQFnoECBYQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0HeRd5UKqbTi4wfTd2alDN
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://jhr.ui.ac.ir/article_20888.html&ved=2ahUKEwjltfCXg8CPAxVx1fACHQeEKUoQFnoECBYQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0HeRd5UKqbTi4wfTd2alDN

