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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the barriers to improving the quality of education in underserved areas of Iran based on the
perspectives of teachers, school principals, and education experts. This qualitative study employed thematic analysis.
Fourteen participants, including experienced teachers, school administrators, and education specialists familiar with
disadvantaged regions, were selected through purposive sampling. Data were collected using semi-structured interviews and
continued until theoretical saturation was achieved. Data were analyzed using NVivo software based on Braun and Clarke’s
six-phase thematic analysis method. The analysis revealed three main categories of barriers: (1) Structural and infrastructural
barriers, including lack of physical facilities, insufficient funding, limited educational technology, transportation problems,
and centralized decision-making; (2) Human and professional barriers, including shortage of qualified teachers, low teacher
motivation, inadequate professional capacity, family distrust of education, ineffective evaluation systems, and absence of
counselors; and (3) Cultural and social barriers, such as family poverty, negative attitudes toward education, language
challenges, population instability, and weak local engagement. Improving the quality of education in disadvantaged areas
requires a comprehensive approach addressing structural, human, and cultural factors. Effective policymaking must
prioritize decentralization, teacher empowerment, infrastructure development, and community participation.

Keywords: Education quality, disadvantaged areas, structural barriers, teacher motivation, local participation, thematic
analysis

Submit Date: 27 July 2023
Revise Date: 1 September 2023
Accept Date: 23 September 2023
Publish Date: 3 October 2023


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

AL drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

doNdo

drwgl 5 Hgtws jo asie o lojle 09,00 jled 4 Glasl a5 elaa] Cdlae Il anwgs cwlal 5151 (SS eS| Sogel
ST el slacs plpl alS 5 03,5 (Byma Jlly anwsi p)lez Ban plyie 41, CoasSh 5 aVole 518 Bieal VoY Lk
G aie) o gousie gla e b ol alez 5l aysiS 5l (o ks (Sl Slagss ol 3575 b (UNESCO, 2020) s ls (slosss
5 esolazdl ((Sam b wilge b aid S lons g bl Jalse 5l iy (nl wites azlse 10,55 205 5 pg e Gblie ,3 (350!
Dilodges oloul ;g8 Caliste 3blis oyl slaiVolel BISs g wlos S Jisee | ij9e] cutnS glas | g, ¢ Slus]

Ol 55 Gk CoinS Sl g (e S5 gy Gl labre 05l 1l Crge oSl wisd po Bjgel e a5l il L
5,55 1,8 aoolgils Coglsl o gl a5 05 so el (gblio (ol )0 laoslgils  Sim )8 g golaidl 188 immen 058,50 s 350l tils
poye 3blio ;o jloe ( ol i > yo (Tavakol & Ahmadi, 2019) o5l Al livre Cunds daate 5o la Hl5 S lgie 4 g
S e Sgazme B & oSy g0l @) sl |y T osall slaced b aF Wigd e axlge o ol 5 oloizl glsil s b

Rlr slacio b 5 sloizl plrnudl ly sz a8 ps e 5 10,55 0 Bblie Gl (35500 S Rlnl S57s s slonzl Sl i ]
s> ply 6Tk b 5 CekSh (el s (S5 Joe 51 )8 (5055 plad oo b gl 4l b illas 955 o0 g
aile olaglinl ;5 osds pgyme Gblie oligel zils a5 cusl T 51 Sl olnl 5o Sl sales LI (Sen, 1999) sl awsls
Iran Human Rights Center, ) aileg e ij90] SUSal JBlas 51 eylyes 51 olaise g oliile,S ooyliw;es ylins glg ylina
S o0 550 |y lste slafs a5 955 oo golaBl 58 5 (B0l S8 5l grne SlaS iz 65 S czse Lo pl U (0l (2022
ol pgyme 3blio ;o (Bsel CudeS Sl wlse plaie 4 ]y soasie Jalse «Shysn 5 Giigel ojem ol St 3l sladle 5o
Gy S lagsine pas s o Sldl Gom mlraly @YU £l Slokee S5eeS a5 cesl T 5l (Sl L3 Slallas iles,S
ccmlinl glacslu ) oo (Shirvani & Ghaffari, 2020) scen 6ol o il ales 5l gl ol o lelre 5 Bl
S3ro2eli o sl b el il o oo wilonds g 5557505 (6 I0] (gl Lo g (s3590] (55518 5 il 4y ooy o
Olrgel mls g asls o ye5 a3y oS 5 cuiS 5l gblio (pl )0 cbg0l du,m 4 Cawl oo el Comdg ol (RaNIMI, 2018) ws
gl dieo s plp (680l lacas )8 5l ailei

S S e Wl py e gblie ;5 (ijsel Sk Chend )0 cage (BB i sleizl g (Sum b Lelge g bl ONSis  ogdle
L SB 5 @ Olyear 58 a5 alaoslgils o ofysa oo U 0wl (S b 5y950mE 6ol Dlsiedr Gijsel caslsz
Al cd yde 0 Q\)'s,aiui,.slo yyam ublS Cge goladl Ha8 (LS jo ( saie (5,50 ()] .(Mousavi, 2020) Vs o0 Dgamzna (goladl
P390l Ol e (Soplaal )ls 3525 (098 5 Sl £535 a5 bl 1o Geizmen w9 oe Jrax S5 Cale 50 5 e S0k oSl
(Pourebrahim, 2021) 54 (5,50l chndl § cw)d pudlie S0 10 hand ge i3 oo oyl550] 4510 (50l (4L 5 (oo,

L osdoyzrles Comezr o (bl po el gikas Jloy55 e Bblie ;o (bi90] CukeS p Fige Jle Glyie a4 5 Ozl At
Oyl giie 3l bygel CainS oyl ol g 0 (g5lwosly celiie owyd Aol ale3 cod (ol é Cmen b wloe

Olre (B30l BT Canlws (6l (olol lacaglsl 3l pg,mme Bblis )0 Si5sel ConS Sl ailse Gras 5 Gado lulid o) cnl 5l

uLu)?U u.la.» )‘ kSD"S 6Lmoo|o usl.;)o ‘n)l......uc ‘..\.mlg,..; » u;u.uo (5me Sl .09)60 )Lo.w L 4.’.“;5.: )J)A.AL:).: Lgl.béLQ,v 9 ‘Q"’)‘M



NN drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

45 01 o wal 3 1) lSel ol psmasgaiae (gl el 5 Gaas slodsmlas 5l oslitl b &S (gla byl <ol el IS uiliums
G 3y S 63,%us, b ol haghy «) wen 5l (Creswell, 2013) wisss Ll o alelid ap¥aiz 5 slane; (Ol Jelse
ool Gl 53 510,55 265 5 po e Bhlis 1 (90T CuheS i) Wlge 55Ty (g 40 il LS ludas slralas ol

o3 al; 2995 (sl o @l 31 Bl b Canl pg om0 3blia ;3 (239l Slaallz b s ye a5 (rmeline gl il aslllas ol 51 oo
oRals 5o ik Wlg agh (ol sleaidly cunl sl 235 0 i3l 22l slagl WLl ules ol (b oog
S Lyl Lo gelans o el e i g bipe] slacdIS

by

&53 )‘ uﬂ.ﬁsf ‘5‘>‘).’o ol o0l oolawl P9 d.‘ol.uo ) uo)}nT u...a..S L.SL‘L')| (':"9.;0 kS’LMJL"“J RV la Gﬂ..s o)S.;.b )‘ w@sf U"‘ o
Ghle o (3590l pllss wlge g b il (ygel ey QBT e lhe diyy )l 5l oo S50 JLS @ 45 35 (pogs (oulid lany
2l oo )10 )95 S

Lol 15 ¢ wloe oyl e ledas Jolis a8 aisls JuSis pg e 3blio ;0 (gl Cundg a Cans o5T ol 31 1) tagh (s kel (caral>
4 ey B loaolas 5 0 plonil aiadan O jg0 4 (6 T aiged ooy 33092 (1S 4 50 Sy 5 pelad 0jo (dome (Ygtus 5 (b55e]
Soge] a0 poofionns o€ by pains 49,58 (gllo a5 wis ST ISl eghs pl [0 eainiSES e VE ccolyd jo .l aslsl g das el
g pg e Bblie 5

T | Y R L,>_>|).lo 3L aYlsw Jels LE{LQJ.D‘) las ;o glp ol r:l.zd‘ a8,k lodos slraslas 5 b 5l ools 6)9]éo..>
g s Bauses lie cols, b baslas sl g 09 aado £ U FO 0 anlas 2 b 00,5 ool 3 Lol Olegdgs ;0 5 5mes
W) Lgj’L...moLz.,‘»‘

crbas oluliss @yl 13508 Jalts Julow >l o .o ooliwl (Thematic Analysis) ygeae Julos (g, 5l besls Judos sl
33,5 solaiwl NVIVO 13300 5 51 e oS slaosls co pae 5 (5,13505 ,0 8o iulj8l cam g oyl jewds g 20VL g (Lol § 28
(g San oy (Member Check) ;Fauses lie ool pula a5 Ll JpS slacsuss )b 5l Gieg mbs jLuel

AL Sl (S Aged ;0 555
basy

Sl 9 5 Ul glge iyl Agde

A yhae uia)‘jﬁ CotnS Sgutn 8l 0 (owlool (ilo lsie @) braslas LAl (o a5 04 (SO 5ud DUl 0guaS (g0dS sladlgin 5l SO
bl Hlebl wolae olpae 5l (S aails M AL glasd 4 @muj Ol iz 090 o S 005w 8 Cardg oS S i
€asl ails 35 a3 )‘yiuulo el el ad ol L_'élg (oS Uyhas b S ced L cad S slos,bu oyl jo»

b pledes 398> adgedy Clo, S g @b)‘yT&‘J &l UML! (ool (3l slp (B azog v Jlo mlie ars aiw) o
ol pols azog du i (S A 3p Hge0e> o Il (S SLasy g &5 0,5 ol eaS adle b plee G ol ks

b diaz 039 opl 50 Oledae Ghigel 5 diedign Sl (il Sl 0es p AT L 5 655l 4 e pie saghe )
ooyl pls Sl plas 51 (g yskax .5 ,5L8 5l eolaiuwl (gl (g0l a5 «BCd & qan o ol a0 S lgie Lbjgel Glelin,lS 5l (S
«Sony 53lne




AL drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

dyde & B aiS oo (b 1) Gl 5 (Y5 sl ligel M1 (S 05 e slagtlly Koo 5 Sladsoll s Jais e 5o aed
il 155 Ladly Ugiano 00,5 g0 59 05050 03y il 50 59, 5 pazed 12 cppally 51 (S0 i

o oS el (30095 dawyde (Sl il cod Lo taiy ol 35 e 5l b ez e 13,5 o e S el Sgamte Jlony Lol
143> 5 Sl @lge :pgo alsie

b L Glasl (55525 030, o)Ll pg e (3blie 50 oy labne 055 & EALS S e (aasite sl (59,05 955aS Glgha ;) 5
Cp )5 Sl Slol ad o 58 Oypappdan Jlo o9 15,8 oy lokas 5 Sy 99 0 48,5 IS 4y Lasi ol glodids, ,o b o8 sy
0555l zals Y5 3 1, id el pie g 6,5 SLid pmly Bsi> HEALSES e o ke barlas 1o 50 Glales ol 055
Koyl oS o5 S (gl (65,0 a0 aS il 598> g 00l (6,5 LU a8 ladas 1 SO gasas 4y 0,5 SO

S B ke (3590l ngh Sl o)y Glalre (LIS 350aS g Cusss e Jige (slaeyg0 09:3 gl el e (ogas 40
€AS SaS ygage 45 o (Slo90 o2 L] 028,55 0L 60k jux oBiils jo :0iS Baisdaslas

(S lly 51 Sy S e |y L 5,8 oty T wilgi e isael 9l ysls pally osd 0] 4y Waoolgils solazel s salshay) 4o
€Ta b digde yd 45 o (5,8 4z w0, Su b, Bg»

Ol e S s e plasil B30 0,555k g g Shpe gyl el .88 15 sl 0550 plalae ol plls (590D (yaizeen
Cads o olo) jolaz oM Lably duspy i oS Jg ddcn o3 b oz Laid» 15,5

(ol yslie Mol s jote 55 Lo sl ppake 51 (oS S a3 st e Ll 55 g0 Mo G lyieas 5 (o390 (00 9 ssbie S5
€SS Cagmmo Mol G S gt ol (Solgils |y Uy, USin 457 (555012l

eleizl g (Kan 8 @lge ipg dlsie

e SO0 )5 Como luass p3lg) u,wl.: 5 s Slgili g aals ja8 3l HFauSeS  Lin daoslgils (solaidl OMSUiw (salgin ) 5o
€o)lai o (39,95 Sl Sz (S (R oles 4 Wl g0,y o b pigel tilor S

Glls 5l (S skae Jrand @ boodlgils (5l 5 (o2i5e] plS (75,5 @ soes oloisl g a4 hie (2,55 055> 5
oy a1l 05 1 b U doy a5 apl> hadd anjon b gl icails bl

@l e S el 5Kl wiljes olisel il sl (gueyo GOOLS (w5 00 Jlus Koo 5l e Cusn g (b sla il
€S oo oo 63k b5 & digS 55 s cretdess 5y oyl DlelS i e ol boasey S

a olo wix Y 1S A yde e SO bl o)Ll gl 2l CuS 5 o0 e Sl A Cares (6L g 5 S > las (sgha )
€yl D3 10500 o0 B iz 5 Glos iz jael tile b aiz b

Sl el Cind 4 oS S L .09 drol> g dusyoe (o digw 50 (bl Gl il 51 SO gl 40 (e &8 L 04 wols 4o
&= ‘4.)9&‘504 uu\)? )| 9 4wy ‘5L7L£7 AML?» ool )LQJQ‘ u,oL..m)lS &s ..\.1\))5 o)l.w‘ u,u)yo—‘ ‘5‘)9....4 u....a.: Oo9 A_i:)ps 9 ul.».i).A 9 L.J9|
€l ol

S o g

a5 VE L sl s lodaas claaslas 5l ool b g og,me 3blis 1o (o590l CokeS )| ailgo plolis Ban b a8 gl ol mls

hol clgie a0 e |y igee] oS ol ailge a5 sy i s alosl e s s590] GlolidylS 5 e clolas ;)



Nk drwgi 9 Cw§ (gel

e slodlgio ) g dlgite duw (pl 05 ganalb slaixl g (S wlge 5 oslad > 5 Sl Blge (Lo 9 6 0L @lge Jols
IS o o )l pgyome Bblie 5o (hgel 20l e Ll 5l eaemys 5 gl )l Yotz (5 ppai dag]

@ Sledaoll EMSis 5 jgel glacs 5l 0gu ¢ Jlo qlin and (S8 SUIl 05108 4T ol ()l laasdly v )il wilge (i3 )0
s Sadeghi ey (szmen (pdy Slallas b loaidly ol isdso pgymme Bl jo CuSy Gajgel @) 51 wile (glos s S
ol aed g Slo s o chige] oS lop JBlas 5l 10,95 e blie Lwjlae isls lis a5 el sl e (VYY) Mahmoudi
L Gallas w0 onaline 525 ol sloaidly ;o 45 o6 ool ;0 (2,555 03 rizpan sl 00l 390l il (loass o Slos il e
s a0 5 WS (i jasli 095 ome (slajl el il g e Bblie e Casl 0ds o (Y1 A) RANIMI (slo ol
g gl a5 6 S el 55 (gawl, 51

bl plss ans g Gledas ol 0Kl ¢ Liigel HolS SLS o (paattie (Sl (G SgeS 4 lnaidl (glad > g Sl &lge 039> 0
I, £5590 cnl 5 (V- ¥+) Ghaffari 5 Shirvani asilias .as s (oM o poe 5 e 5 SaisS 0 soniiins 30 Jalge ol udls o Lol
295 520 (s 5| el (330l Il e fioten 3l (S g e Bblie )0 eablents 5 arailys loles 2925 pae 45 A o 0l
o bl sl Slg3en (Vo 12) Ahmadi 5 Tavakol slaaisl b o)Ll )] a4 gubos opl sloazsl ;0 a5 by9n oy g yolice
g g0 wgmme Gligal s (15 3l 6ol sl oz (saile pg e Bblie (e jo elaiz kg, glacalon (laid o5 widiies
SLL ¢ Sby @lse Jrazd a4y it (555 daoslgls golaidl SMSiw oS ol (Las e mls (eloizl g (Sam )8 Blge i3 )
59,55 (YY) Mousavi iags (wlol 5 .aijlasl go o bl a5 3blie cpl 1o 1, Gijee] CutS Ko o Joro o8 ) lie 3415 § Comoz>
$olamdl Cuxdg Sguge 4 ilgl bjgel oS loj scwl golaidl Loyl 51 ol g 55050 La54.c P9 Gblin 1o a4y Coud laoslgils
4l g0 oligeltils b 5o by syt (YY) Pourebrahim GBS [0 (pizmed 09, 00 Jlow 13 ol o) oS SaS solgils
gdsr §pSol S8l 5 pogede (o 10 rse ke L5 b samsy GBisel by (Sialeal oS Cesl o ols (LiS g 0sd (o)
A5 ST olads 4 5 pols laaslas 10 45 coog0

SItes g i oyl po ez (5, Makl b gl sl Bekows (nl 50 4 39 (cage AL b Cuprez 5L 5 S 2 les s
(V1) Ghasemi glaaiil; o5 o jael il 5 plas pglae bl ladd 5 ((b55el (55,805 50 (SLo B IS S 5 i 5ol
5 Sl 858 (6ol ool an T Babay 58 Bblie (Fp o Shad laalulz 5 solamdl O 2le 4 dmd g0 L 5
Sgdise 9,5 5 phae Gl (5550l LU 65 IS 5l ale

5 Looslgils 8 Lie 555 axllla gl 5o o slolid e GGSLS 51 Sy odipe] cloanl)d 4o e o8 Lie 355 S35 G5 5]
P Gblie 5l ()l yo a5 3ls (lis laaidly Lol g oo (oloszl dalop g 3lad oz 1l Bl g sy e 3900 50 (oo slasles
e 5 Jlie Sl i 4T Sl guad (Y- V ) UNESCO 5,155 L aseis cpl o)l 0925 oo dsmals g s joe yloe Sigu oyl
)l w5t 7518 (higel i g bl cudS sl o

3 asl csolamdl g (So5d iz 5l leiai pgyme 3blie ;0 (hjgel CodS Gli,) ailse o5 wims oo Lt Guiow (pl sloaidly (S jboay
Sl ool wilgs md o Jile 0l b 615310 B g (x93 52 35 )15 425 0590 Wb 55 Gl 5 eloiz| o (Kan b oo
§3boiallss oo yle SIS T8l (10335 508 (T Sl (3,55 ) i 0] ol Bblis cnl j3 (235900 Ll p S50 sl

e &Bly J5e aie) ol jo Wl go a5 Conl oo Sl 5l e dsel> <8 )b 5l (6,050 500 g (ladas

i S i




AL drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

00,8 iyl SLSG il GBans g (celed allie (pl (315 50

&o P,

Sl g2y g28lin lal A5z « pol> axlllas plol o

W1 g0

Lol 0033 I cule ) (B Jsol 5 (njloe (soled Sraghy cnl plxil )

Lostd cudlad

s salys Jloyl culy (o Jgol uley o g Jgtoms odingi Sl Cuslgsyo Sjgo 0yl Ghagh 3L 5 ool

Sb s
ool ails o ol roghs o

References

Creswell, J. W. (2013). Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five approaches. Sage
Publications.

Ghasemi, A. (2019). Migration and Educational Challenges in Disadvantaged Areas of Iran. Iranian Journal of
Sociology, 20(2), 89-112.

Iran Human Rights Center. (2022). Report on Educational Inequality in Iran’s Marginalized Provinces.

Mousavi, H. (2020). Socioeconomic Barriers to Education in Iran’s Poor Regions. Journal of Educational Research,
15(1), 45-59.

Pourebrahim, N. (2021). Language Barriers in Multilingual Classrooms: A Case Study in Sistan. Journal of
Multicultural Education, 12(3), 98-110.

Rahimi, M. (2018). Structural Centralism and Educational Planning: Barriers to Local Autonomy in Iran’s Rural
Schools. Educational Policy Research, 10(2), 34-50.

Sadeghi, M., & Mahmoudi, A. (2021). Quality of Education in Disadvantaged Areas: Challenges and Strategies.
Iranian Journal of Education, 18(4), 76-93.

Sen, A. (1999). Development as Freedom. Oxford University Press.

Shirvani, R., & Ghaffari, S. (2020). Teacher Shortage and Educational Inequality in Iran: A Regional Analysis.
Quarterly of Educational Planning, 9(1), 57-74.

Tavakol, A., & Ahmadi, F. (2019). Poverty and School Dropout in Southern Iran. Social Welfare Quarterly, 19(3),
133-151.

UNESCO. (2020). Global Education Monitoring Report: Inclusion and Education — All Means All. United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.



