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Abstract

This study aims to sociologically explain the political culture of Bandar Abbas youth and identify the social and cultural
factors influencing its structure and vulnerabilities. This applied, exploratory study used a descriptive—correlational, cross-
sectional design based on a survey approach. The statistical population consisted of 384 young residents aged 19-29 in
Bandar Abbas, selected through purposive and random sampling. Data were collected using ten researcher-made Likert-
scale questionnaires (72 items). Reliability (Cronbach’s a > 0.70) and content validity (expert review and convergent
validity) were confirmed. Data were analyzed using multiple regression, path analysis, and bootstrap regression to determine
direct and indirect causal relationships among socioeconomic, cultural, and political variables shaping three types of political
culture: parochial, subject, and participatory. Results revealed that socioeconomic status (education, occupation, income)
significantly affected religiosity, media use, and social capital dimensions. Religiosity positively influenced life satisfaction,
which in turn strengthened adherence to cultural values and both formal and informal political participation. Life satisfaction
had a positive effect on participatory culture and negative effects on parochial and subject political cultures. Media use
enhanced membership in civic organizations, which promoted cultural commitment and informal political participation. The
overall distribution showed 55% subject culture, 31% participatory culture, and 14% parochial culture among youths.
Structural inequalities, weak civic institutions, dependence on class-based resources, and ineffective media were major
cultural pathologies identified. The findings indicate that the predominant political culture among Bandar Abbas youth
remains subject-oriented. Although life satisfaction and social capital foster participatory tendencies, enduring structural,
economic, and cultural constraints hinder full participatory engagement. Strengthening critical social capital, expanding
political education, and empowering civic institutions are essential for reforming political culture.

Keywords: Political culture, pathology, social capital, political participation, Bandar Abbas, path analysis, digital-cultural
divide, youth
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Political culture constitutes one of the core dimensions shaping political behavior, legitimacy, and civic
participation in societies undergoing rapid transformation. As (Ordukhanyan, 2019) notes, it reflects the
pattern of orientations—cognitive, affective, and evaluative—that individuals hold toward the political system
and their role within it. In the context of developing societies such as Iran, the political culture of youth serves
as both a mirror of structural change and an indicator of democratic potential. Previous studies have highlighted
that while modernization has enhanced political awareness, it has not necessarily translated into higher political
participation (Amiri et al., 2021; Ghajri & Basiti, 2021). This discrepancy stems from deep-seated institutional
distrust, social inequality, and historical legacies of authoritarian governance (Fatemi Nia, 2019; Nejatpour
et al., 2017).

Political culture in Iran has evolved through waves of sociopolitical upheaval—from the Constitutional
Revolution to the Islamic Revolution and the reform era—each leaving traces on citizens’ attitudes toward
authority, participation, and civil engagement (Moradi Jo, 2020). According to (Fatemi Nia, 2019), despite
structural reforms and democratization attempts, Iran’s dominant political culture remains “subject-oriented,”
characterized by awareness of political institutions without active engagement in political processes. This state
of semi-passivity is reinforced by socioeconomic inequalities, insufficient civic education, and the limited
efficacy of participatory mechanisms (Aghaei Khaneh Bargh et al., 2020; Shiri, 2020).

Theoretical approaches emphasize the bidirectional relationship between social capital and political culture.
(Vasilache, 2021) argues that political culture both shapes and is shaped by the density of social networks,
civic trust, and associational life. Similarly, (Aghaei Khaneh Bargh et al., 2020) demonstrated that social
capital mediates the relationship between political trust and political participation in Iran. These findings
resonate with (Abbasi Esfejir & Esfandiari, 2017), who found that greater social trust among students
enhances participatory orientations, reducing the prevalence of subject political culture.

In recent years, the digital revolution has redefined youth political socialization worldwide. (Medvedeva,
2022) highlights the significance of media competence in shaping young people’s political awareness in
Russia, while (Ignatova, 2023) and (Kenesov, 2024) show that digital citizenship has become a key factor in
promoting youth activism and civic engagement. However, the same technologies can deepen polarization and
propagate superficial political attitudes when critical media literacy is lacking. In the Middle East, social media
has provided new channels for political expression but has also fragmented collective identities (Alodat et al.,
2023).

The generational dimension of political culture is particularly crucial in Iran. Studies by (Parsakia, Rostami,
Darbani, et al., 2023; Parsakia, Rostami, Saadati, et al., 2023) indicate a widening gap between Generation
Z and earlier generations in values, communication styles, and modes of political expression. Younger cohorts
tend to adopt individualized, media-based, and informal modes of participation, distancing themselves from
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formal political structures. Similarly, (Johnson, 2023) emphasizes the centrality of political efficacy and self-
expression among youth as predictors of engagement, even in contexts of limited institutional openness.
Global perspectives complement this view. (Barnett, 2019) argues that democratic stability depends on
cultivating civic virtues and cultural pluralism. (Feischmidt, 2020) identifies a “nationalist turn” in youth
culture in Eastern Europe, reflecting anxieties about identity and belonging amid globalization. Moreover,
(Mirenda & Chavero, 2021) highlights how structural inequalities and gendered norms constrain political
participation, particularly among women. The interaction between cultural traditions, class structures, and
media environments thus becomes decisive in understanding political culture in hybrid societies such as Iran
(Mazi, 2022; Mazloom Khodashahri et al., 2020).

From a sociological lens, (Kokh et al., 2020) and (Shevchenko et al., 2020) underscore the importance of
educational institutions in shaping students’ political orientations. Weak civic education and authoritarian
pedagogical practices discourage critical thinking and hinder the emergence of participatory values. Likewise,
(Reidy et al., 2015) found that in post-conflict societies, the absence of intermediary cultural institutions
perpetuates passive political orientations. Conceptually, (Zavershinskiy, 2019) frames political culture as a
symbolic reconstruction of the political order—a system of meanings through which citizens interpret power
relations. This approach aligns with (Kristof et al., 2021), who demonstrates that political homophily within
cultural networks fosters polarization and limits intergroup dialogue.

Building on these insights, the present study investigates the sociological dimensions and pathologies of youth
political culture in Bandar Abbas, a diverse and dynamic urban setting in southern Iran. The city’s ethnic and
cultural heterogeneity provides a unique context for examining how socioeconomic status, religiosity, media
consumption, and social capital interact to shape political orientations. The study aims to answer two key
questions: (1) What is the predominant type of political culture among the youth of Bandar Abbas? (2) Which
social and cultural factors most strongly predict participatory versus subject orientations? Addressing these
questions can deepen understanding of youth political socialization in transitional societies and offer policy
insights for promoting democratic engagement (Amiri et al., 2021; Noroozi et al., 2020).

Methods and Materials

This study employed an applied and exploratory design using a descriptive—correlational and cross-sectional
survey approach. The statistical population included 384 young residents of Bandar Abbas aged 19-29 years,
selected through purposive and random sampling. Data were gathered using ten researcher-made Likert-type
questionnaires comprising 72 items. Instrument reliability was confirmed through Cronbach’s alpha
coefficients exceeding 0.70, and validity was established through expert review and convergent validity
analysis. Descriptive statistics (mean, standard deviation) and inferential techniques—including multiple
regression, path analysis, and bootstrap regression—were applied to evaluate direct and indirect effects among
variables such as socioeconomic status, religiosity, life satisfaction, social capital, and media use on the
dimensions of political culture (parochial, subject, participatory).

Findings

The results indicated that 55% of respondents exhibited a subject political culture, 31% a participatory culture,
and 14% a parochial culture. Socioeconomic status significantly influenced religiosity, media use, and social
capital dimensions. Higher education and income levels were associated with stronger political awareness and
greater participation in civil organizations. Religiosity positively affected life satisfaction and indirectly
fostered adherence to cultural values. Life satisfaction had a positive effect on participatory political
orientations and a negative effect on both parochial and subject cultures.

Media use significantly increased membership in civic organizations and engagement in informal political
activities but had limited influence on formal participation. Membership in civil associations strengthened
cultural commitment and social trust, contributing indirectly to participatory orientations. However, the overall
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structure of civic institutions remained weak, restricting the translation of informal engagement into formal
political action.

Gender did not significantly affect political culture, whereas age showed a meaningful correlation: younger
participants demonstrated stronger tendencies toward participatory and digital forms of engagement. Structural
inequalities, limited civic capacity, and dependence on class-based networks were identified as the main
constraints on developing participatory political culture in Bandar Abbas.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings underscore that the political culture of youth in Bandar Abbas remains predominantly subject-
oriented, reflecting a transitional state between traditional passivity and emerging participatory consciousness.
This pattern corroborates (Ghajri & Basiti, 2021) and (Amiri et al., 2021), who found that structural and
institutional constraints in Iranian cities maintain citizens’ semi-passive political orientations. Despite growing
political awareness and access to media, the lack of institutional trust and effective civic education continues
to hinder participatory engagement.

The significant role of socioeconomic status in shaping political culture highlights the material foundations of
civic participation, consistent with (Mazi, 2022) and (Mazloom Khodashahri et al., 2020). Economic
inequality and restricted access to educational and informational resources weaken individuals’ sense of
political efficacy, thereby reproducing subject-oriented attitudes. At the same time, religiosity appears as a
positive predictor of civic engagement by fostering trust and social cohesion, aligning with (Aghaei Khaneh
Bargh et al., 2020) and (Amiri et al., 2021). This demonstrates the enduring role of moral and communal
values as motivational resources for political involvement in religiously infused societies.

Media influence emerged as a double-edged factor: while it enhances awareness and connectivity, it does not
automatically lead to participatory behavior. This nuance mirrors (Medvedeva, 2022), who stresses that digital
participation without critical literacy may reinforce superficial or reactionary forms of engagement. The
growing reliance on social networks among Bandar Abbas youth, as seen in (Ignatova, 2023) and (Kenesov,
2024), indicates a shift from institutional to expressive modes of participation. Yet, the lack of robust civic
organizations limits the potential of online activism to translate into structural political impact.

The correlation between life satisfaction and participatory culture further supports value transformation
theories (Barnett, 2019; Feischmidt, 2020). As personal well-being improves, individuals shift from survival-
based orientations toward self-expression and civic participation. However, this transformation remains
incomplete in Iran’s semi-authoritarian political context, where citizens’ satisfaction does not necessarily
translate into political empowerment (Moradi Jo, 2020).

Generational and cultural variables reveal that youth political orientations are evolving toward informal,
identity-based participation rather than institutional engagement, in line with (Parsakia, Rostami, Darbani, et
al., 2023; Parsakia, Rostami, Saadati, et al., 2023). This transition reflects global trends identified by
(Majumdar, 2023) and (Johnson, 2023), where political expression increasingly takes place through digital
platforms, community movements, and cultural activism.

In conclusion, the study suggests that the youth political culture in Bandar Abbas is positioned within a
transitional framework—balancing traditional cultural loyalties with emerging participatory aspirations. While
factors such as religiosity, life satisfaction, and social capital encourage civic-mindedness, persistent
socioeconomic disparities, weak civil institutions, and limited media literacy inhibit full democratization of
political behavior. Strengthening political education, enhancing the effectiveness of civic organizations, and
fostering critical media competence are essential for cultivating participatory political culture among Iranian
youth.
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