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Abstract

This study aimed to provide a sociological explanation of the relationship between social indifference and the propensity for economic
and social development and to examine the effects of social indifference on different dimensions of development propensity among
citizens of Karaj. This applied study employed a descriptive-survey design. The statistical population consisted of all residents of Karaj
County aged 15 years and older, from whom 383 participants were selected based on Cochran’s formula using multistage cluster sampling.
Data were collected using a researcher-made questionnaire and standardized instruments. Social indifference was assessed through
indifference toward oneself, indifference toward the social situation, meaninglessness, and disillusionment, whereas propensity for
development comprised economic development, social development, social participation, empathy and cooperation, change and
innovation, and achievement motivation. Face validity was used to evaluate validity, and Cronbach’s alpha coefficients were calculated
to assess reliability. Correlation analyses and structural equation modeling were applied for inferential data analysis. Social indifference
was significantly and negatively correlated with propensity for social development (r=-0.382, p<0.001), social participation (r=-0.213,
p<0.001), empathy and cooperation (r=-0.181, p=0.001), and achievement motivation (r=-0.175, p=0.002), whereas its relationships with
propensity for economic development and change and innovation were not significant. Structural equation modeling demonstrated a
significant negative direct effect of social indifference on overall propensity for development ($=-0.245, p<0.001). Significant negative
indirect effects were also observed on social development ($=-0.158), social participation (f=-0.138), empathy and cooperation (f=-
0.207), change and innovation (f=-0.139), and achievement motivation ($=-0.194). However, the effect on economic development was
not statistically significant (3=-0.074, p=0.063). The findings indicate that greater social indifference is associated with a lower propensity
for development, particularly in its social, participatory, cooperative, and motivational dimensions. Accordingly, reducing social
indifference, strengthening social bonds, enhancing civic participation, and promoting responsibility and achievement motivation may
facilitate the formation of more development-oriented attitudes and behaviors among citizens.

Keywords: Social indifference, Meaninglessness, Disillusionment, Propensity for development, Social development, Economic
development, Social participation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Development is a multidimensional process encompassing economic, social, cultural, institutional, and human
transformations and cannot be reduced merely to economic growth or the expansion of physical infrastructure.
Contemporary approaches to development increasingly emphasize that sustainable progress depends not only
on material resources and governmental planning but also on citizens’ attitudes, motivations, social
relationships, sense of responsibility, willingness to participate, and readiness to contribute to collective goals.
In this context, citizens are not passive recipients of development policies but active social actors whose
participation, trust, cooperation, empathy, openness to change, and achievement motivation can either facilitate
or hinder developmental processes. The evaluation of urban development has consequently expanded beyond
conventional economic indicators to encompass sustainability, accountability, citizen participation, and
broader social performance indicators (Alsaid & Ambilichu, 2024). Citizen participation is particularly
important because it creates opportunities for individuals to become involved in collective decision-making,
strengthen social cohesion, and develop a sense of ownership over development programs. Evidence suggests
that citizens’ social and cultural participation contributes substantially to sustainable urban development and
the promotion of social security (Moradpour et al., 2024). Likewise, social participation constitutes an
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important dimension of good governance by strengthening responsiveness, public trust, collective cooperation,
and interaction between citizens and governing institutions (Asadbak et al., 2023). Political participation is
similarly influenced by broader social conditions, indicating that public engagement is embedded in social
relationships rather than being solely an individual preference (Amoozadeh et al., 2024). Conversely, social
indifference may be understood as a state characterized by reduced sensitivity toward collective issues,
diminished involvement in public affairs, weak social responsibility, withdrawal from social relationships, and
limited willingness to contribute to community goals. Such indifference can undermine the human and social
foundations of development because development requires citizens who perceive themselves as capable of
influencing their surroundings and who are willing to engage in collective action.

Civic culture and citizenship education provide an important conceptual basis for understanding why social
indifference may affect development orientation. Strong civic culture reinforces responsibility, belonging,
participation, cooperation, and sensitivity to public concerns, whereas its weakness may facilitate
disengagement and social passivity. Social networks have increasingly become influential environments for
the formation of civic culture and can contribute to enhancing civic awareness and participation when used
constructively (Naghdi et al., 2024). Citizenship education also strengthens awareness of rights and
responsibilities and can provide individuals with competencies necessary for active social involvement.
Teaching citizenship duties has been associated with the development of social order and more responsible
forms of social behavior (Chekhandi-Nejad et al., 2023), while comprehensive approaches to citizenship
education emphasize social responsibility, participation, communication skills, and constructive engagement
with collective life (Mehdad et al., 2023). Contemporary citizenship has also acquired digital and global
dimensions. Emotional and social competencies are considered important foundations of responsible digital
citizenship because they facilitate empathy, communication, and constructive participation in digitally
mediated social environments (Chen et al., 2021). Digital innovation may similarly encourage sustainable and
environmentally responsible citizenship by creating new opportunities for participation and social innovation
(Triantafyllidou & Zabaniotou, 2021). Ecological citizenship education further demonstrates that sustainable
development requires citizens who recognize the social and environmental consequences of their behavior and
accept responsibility for collective well-being (Khandani et al., 2023).

Social capital, empathy, trust, and cooperation are also central mechanisms connecting citizens to
development. Social capital facilitates collective action through networks, shared norms, and interpersonal
trust, while its erosion can contribute to withdrawal, isolation, and reduced willingness to participate. The
mediating function of social capital in the relationship between citizenship-related behaviors and performance
highlights the importance of social relationships in translating constructive orientations into tangible outcomes
(Esmaeili & Rezaei Rad, 2023). Empathy and social support are similarly interconnected with social capital
and civic engagement, suggesting that individuals who possess stronger empathic orientations are more likely
to engage constructively with their communities (Dolan, 2022). At a broader level, global citizenship
perspectives emphasize responsibility toward social and developmental concerns beyond immediate individual
interests (Coelho et al., 2021). Sustainable urban development likewise requires meaningful political and
social participation in planning and implementation processes (Eraghieh Farahani et al., 2021). Digital
governance may facilitate these processes by increasing transparency, accessibility, and accountability
(Taghva et al., 2023), while digital and social technologies can promote participation, inclusiveness, and
transparency in the implementation and monitoring of sustainable development goals (Saner et al., 2020).
Nevertheless, technological and institutional opportunities cannot by themselves ensure participation if citizens
experience social indifference, frustration, meaninglessness, or low perceived efficacy. Social and cultural
contexts also shape patterns of belonging and interaction, particularly in diverse urban environments where
differences in cultural experience and social relationships influence social integration (Hanachi et al., 2023).
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Accordingly, investigating social indifference is important for understanding the subjective and social
conditions underlying citizens’ development orientations. Therefore, the present study aimed to sociologically
explain the relationship between social indifference and the propensity for economic and social development
and to examine the effects of social indifference on different dimensions of development propensity among
citizens of Karaj.

Methods and Materials

The present research was an applied study conducted using a descriptive-survey design. The statistical
population consisted of all residents of Karaj County aged 15 years and older. Based on the relevant population
statistics, the population aged over 15 years consisted of 1,142,539 individuals. The required sample size was
calculated using Cochran’s formula and was determined to be 383 participants. Participants were selected
through multistage cluster sampling. Data were collected using a combination of researcher-developed and
standardized questionnaires. Social indifference was measured through four dimensions: indifference toward
oneself, indifference toward the social situation, meaninglessness, and disillusionment. Propensity for
development was operationalized through six dimensions: propensity for economic development, propensity
for social development, social participation, empathy and cooperation, change and innovation, and
achievement motivation. Achievement motivation was measured using the 15-item Hermans Achievement
Motivation Questionnaire and included components related to self-confidence, perseverance, responsibility,
hard work, successful task completion, and organization. Additional instruments were used to assess empathy
and cooperation, change and innovation, social, economic and political participation, and orientations toward
economic and social development. Face validity was used to evaluate the validity of the research instruments.
Reliability was assessed using Cronbach’s alpha during preliminary and main testing, with coefficients
indicating acceptable internal consistency for the study variables. Inferential analysis included correlation tests
to examine relationships between social indifference and dimensions of development propensity and structural
equation modeling to evaluate direct and indirect effects within the conceptual model.

Findings

The correlation analysis showed that the overall index of social indifference had significant negative
relationships with several dimensions of development propensity. Social indifference was negatively
associated with propensity for social development (r =-0.382, p < 0.001), social participation (r = -0.213, p <
0.001), empathy and cooperation (r = -0.181, p = 0.001), and achievement motivation (r = -0.175, p = 0.002).
However, its relationship with propensity for economic development was not statistically significant (r =0.019,
p = 0.724), and no significant relationship was found with change and innovation (r = 0.014, p = 0.801).
Analysis of individual dimensions of social indifference demonstrated differentiated patterns. Indifference
toward the social situation was negatively related to social development (r = -0.264, p < 0.001), social
participation (r = -0.178, p = 0.001), and empathy and cooperation (r = -0.125, p = 0.017), while it had a
positive relationship with propensity for economic development (r = 0.157, p = 0.003). Indifference toward
oneself was negatively associated with social development (r = -0.382, p < 0.001), social participation (r = -
0.169, p = 0.002), empathy and cooperation (r = -0.338, p < 0.001), and achievement motivation (r = -0.204,
p < 0.001), while a positive relationship was found with economic development propensity (r = 0.182, p =
0.001). Meaninglessness was negatively associated with propensity for economic development (r = -0.105, p
=0.048), social development (r = -0.422, p < 0.001), empathy and cooperation (r = -0.130, p = 0.012), change
and innovation (r = -0.132, p = 0.012), and achievement motivation (r = -0.252, p < 0.001), whereas its
relationship with social participation was not significant. Disillusionment was negatively related to propensity
for social development (r = -0.204, p < 0.001) and social participation (r = -0.273, p < 0.001), while it showed
a positive relationship with change and innovation (r = 0.139, p = 0.010). The structural equation model further
demonstrated that social indifference exerted a significant negative direct effect on overall propensity for
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development (p = -0.245, p < 0.001). Significant negative indirect effects were also found on social
development (B =-0.158, p <0.001), social participation (f = -0.138, p <0.001), empathy and cooperation (3
=-0.207, p < 0.001), change and innovation ( =-0.139, p < 0.001), and achievement motivation (§ = -0.194,
p <0.001). The indirect effect on propensity for economic development was not statistically significant (f = -
0.074, p =0.063). The model yielded a chi-square-to-degrees-of-freedom ratio of 2.84, with GFI = 0.90, AGFI
=0.89, CFI =0.90, IFI =0.89, TLI = 0.86, and RMSEA = 0.10.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that social indifference is primarily associated with the social and participatory
dimensions of development rather than uniformly affecting all dimensions of development orientation. Greater
social indifference was accompanied by lower propensity for social development, weaker social participation,
reduced empathy and cooperation, and lower achievement motivation. These results suggest that social
indifference may operate through weakening individuals’ psychological and relational connection with society.
When citizens perceive public concerns as unrelated to themselves, feel less responsible for collective
outcomes, or become emotionally detached from social life, their willingness to cooperate, participate, pursue
collective improvement, and contribute to social development is likely to diminish. The particularly strong
negative relationship between meaninglessness and social development further indicates that development
orientation depends partly on individuals’ perception that their actions and social involvement have purpose
and consequence. The absence of a significant overall relationship between social indifference and propensity
for economic development is also noteworthy. It suggests that individuals may remain interested in economic
improvement even when they are relatively disengaged from collective social affairs. Economic aspirations
may be more closely connected to personal and household welfare, whereas social development requires
stronger collective identification and participation. The positive associations observed between some
dimensions of indifference and economic development orientation reinforce the need to distinguish between
economically oriented aspirations and socially oriented development attitudes. Overall, the structural model
confirmed that social indifference has a significant negative effect on general development propensity and
negatively affects most of its social, participatory, cooperative, innovative, and motivational dimensions.
Consequently, sustainable development policies should not focus exclusively on economic investment and
institutional planning. They should also strengthen civic responsibility, social trust, meaningful participation,
empathy, cooperation, and citizens’ sense of efficacy. Reducing social indifference can therefore be regarded
as an important component of social capacity building for development. Creating credible opportunities for
participation, strengthening civic education, increasing institutional responsiveness, supporting community-
based activities, and demonstrating the tangible consequences of citizen involvement may help transform
passive orientations into constructive engagement. In conclusion, social indifference represents an important
sociological barrier to development propensity among citizens of Karaj, particularly in its social and
participatory dimensions, and strengthening citizens’ social attachment, responsibility, cooperation, and
motivation may contribute to a more sustainable and socially grounded development process.

References

Alsaid, L. A. Z. A., & Ambilichu, C. A. (2024). Performance measurement in urban development: unfolding a case
of sustainability KPIs reporting. Journal of Accounting in Emerging Economies, 14(1), 48-74.
https://doi.org/10.1108/JAEE-09-2021-0299

Amoozadeh, A., Kord Zangeneh, M., & Dorosti, A. A. (2024). Investigating the Social Factors Affecting Political
Participation: A Case Study of Citizens' Participation in llam Province in the Eleventh Parliamentary Election.
Social Development(3), 221-250.


https://doi.org/10.1108/JAEE-09-2021-0299

AL drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

Asadbak, M., Rezaei Manesh, B., & Sharifzadeh, F. (2023). Analyzing the Dimensions of Citizens' Social
Participation in Realizing Good Governance. Governance and Development Journal, 3(2), 63-88.
https://www.jipaaa.ir/article_178072.html

Chekhandi-Nejad, A., Mohammadzadeh-Mehne, H. R., & Shakarian, A. (2023). A Model for Teaching Citizenship
Duties in Schools and Its Impact on Social Order Development. Quarterly of Social Order, 15(3), 29-62.
http://ensani.ir/fa/article/558838/

Chen, M., Wang, Y., & Shen, G. (2021). Emotional and Social Competencies for Digital Citizenship: A Curriculum
Framework for Secondary Education. Journal of Educational Technology Development, 23(2), 45-60.

Coelho, D. P., Caramelo, J., & Menezes, |. (2021). Global citizenship and the global citizen/consumer: Perspectives
from practitioners in development NGOs in Portugal. Education, Citizenship and Social Justice, 216-237.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1746197921999639

Dolan, P. (2022). Social support, empathy, social capital and civic engagement: Intersecting theories for youth
development. Education, Citizenship and Social Justice, 17(3), 255-267.
https://doi.org/10.1177/17461979221136368

Eraghieh Farahani, F., Navabakhsh, M., & Motaghi, E. (2021). Presenting a model of factors affecting citizens'
political-social participation in implementing sustainable development projects in urban areas: A case study of
employees of executive agencies in Arak. New Attitudes in Human Geography, 13(2), 506-526.

Esmaeili, N., & Rezaei Rad, M. (2023). Examining the Mediating Role of Social Capital in the Relationship Between
Organizational Citizenship Behavior and Job Performance. Journal of Study and Innovation in Education and
Development, 3(3), 75-86. https://doi.org/10.61838/jsied.3.3.7

Hanachi, N., Khademian, T., & Adhami, A. (2023). Sociological Investigation of Cultural-Social Influence of
Afghanistan Immigrant Families from Iran (Case study of Tehran city) [Research Article]. Iranian Journal of
Educational Sociology, 6(2), 122-130. https://doi.org/10.61186/ijes.6.2.122

Khandani, A. A., Imanzadeh, A., & Ranjdoust, S. (2023). Development of an Optimal Model for Ecological Citizen
Curriculum of Junior High School. The Journal of New Thoughts on Education, 19(1), 117-138.
https://doi.org/10.22051/jontoe.2021.37965.3431

Mehdad, A., Ali, M., & Golparvar, M. (2023). Development of a comprehensive citizenship education package based
on the new dimensions of this phenomenon: A qualitative study. Social Psychology Research, 13(51), 1-18.
https://www.socialpsychology.ir

Moradpour, F., Rahimi, M., & Mohseni, R. A. (2024). Investigating the Role of Citizens' Social and Cultural
Participation in the Sustainable Development of New Cities with Emphasis on Promoting Social Security.
National Security(52), 69-96.

Naghdi, H., Taghipour, F., & Ebrahimzadeh Dashtjardi, R. (2024). Providing a model for enhancing civic culture
based on the use of social networks among Tehran citizens. Social Development Studies, 12(6), 127-147.
Saner, R, Yiu, L., & Nguyen, M. (2020). Monitoring the SDGs: Digital and social technologies to ensure citizen
participation, inclusiveness and transparency. Development Policy Review, 38(4), 483-500.

https://doi.org/10.1111/dpr.12433

Taghva, M. R., Masnavi, H., Taghavifard, M. T., & Zarandi, S. (2023). E- Governance Development Model Towards
Anti-Corruption in Iran. Public Management Researches, 16(60), 163-190.
https://doi.org/10.22111/jmr.2022.43343.5841

Triantafyllidou, E., & Zabaniotou, A. (2021). Digital Technology and Social Innovation Promoting a Green
Citizenship: Development of the “Go Sustainable Living” Digital Application. Circular Economy and
Sustainability, 2(1), 141-164. https://doi.org/10.1007/s43615-021-00111-3


https://www.jipaaa.ir/article_178072.html
http://ensani.ir/fa/article/558838/
https://doi.org/10.1177/1746197921999639
https://doi.org/10.1177/17461979221136368
https://doi.org/10.61838/jsied.3.3.7
https://doi.org/10.61186/ijes.6.2.122
https://doi.org/10.22051/jontoe.2021.37965.3431
https://www.socialpsychology.ir/
https://doi.org/10.1111/dpr.12433
https://doi.org/10.22111/jmr.2022.43343.5841
https://doi.org/10.1007/s43615-021-00111-3

